Banerjea, Minister for Self-Government, a conference of Editors of the Vernacular and the Anglo-Indian press was held on the 16th July, 1921 at the Council Chamber of the Town Hall to discuss the problem of sanitation in the rural areas of Bengal.
The Hon. Sir Surendranath Banerjea compared a statement of births and deaths registered in the districts of Bengal with that of the United Kingdom in 1919, the ratio between the number of births and deaths in Bengal being 27.5 as to 36.2 per 1000 of the total population, whereas in the United Kingdom the figure was. 19.0 to 14.3. The difference is obvious and needs serious consideration of those who are interested in the welfare of Bengal and want to prevent the Bengalee race from dying out. The chief factors that are responsible for this awful mortality are cholera and malarial fever, and chiefly malarial fever, the greatest scourge of Bengal. It is to be noted that both are preventable. Cholera being a water-borne disease its prevention means a supply of pure water.
The people are conscious of it and a laudable attempt is being made with the hope of a satisfactory result in this direction. After briefly referring to the need for continuing the research work on malaria-prevention the Hon. Minister lays down the following scheme of antimalarial measures.
The question resolves into two points, minor and major. [ October, 1921. broken down and the reagent has full opportunity of coming in close contact with the source of infection. The solutions used by the writer arc resorcin 1 in 10 and zinc chloride 1 in 30. Of the two he favours the latter.
